Handy hints to help you learn your spellings (1)
	Look
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	Look at the word carefully. 
Look at each letter of the word. 
Trace over the word with your finger as you read it.  

Can you see any tricky bits? 

How will you remember them? 

	Say
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	Say the word slowly. Listen to each sound in the word. Trace over the word with your finger as you say it. Say each letter name of the word.

	Cover
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	Cover the word. Try to see the word in your head.

	Write
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	Now write the word down.

	Check
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	Check to see if you were right. If you did not get it right, TRY AGAIN!


You could also try these to help you learn the spelling of a new word.

· Count how many letters there are in the word

· Link the word to another word with the same spelling pattern

e.g. repair is like chair, 

· Break the word up into sound parts e.g.  g - r  -  a  -  ss         b - l -  a  -  ck

Handy hints to help you learn your spellings (2)

	1
	Look for words within words eg heard, representative 


	2
	Highlight with a fluorescent pen, the tricky bits – automatic, rhythm, does

	3
	Make up a mnemonic – O U Lucky Duck – for would, should and could

	4
	· Write the words out in large (30-50cm) lower case letters, print or joined.

· Say the word aloud.  

· Name the letters as they are traced over with index finger of preferred hand.

· Say the word again.

· Repeat until word can be written from memory.

	5
	Write the word IN THE AIR moving whole arm, or link hands together and use both: 

· Say the word

· Name the letters

· Say the word

	6
	Fill a tray with rice or salt. Write word with index finger of preferred hand:

· Say the word

· Name the letters

· Say the word

	7
	Use a piece of coloured paper (red or black best):

· Write word with a glue stick 

· Sprinkle with salt (rice/ lentils/ pasta) and shake off excess

· When dry use for textured finger tracing 

	8
	Make word in playdough (trace over each letter, say letter name and then word), plasticene or real dough (cook and then eat!)

	9
	Use a water pistol to write the word on a brick wall!
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