
History- progressive vocabulary lists by Year Group 

Key vocabulary  

All learners to know, understand meaning and use vocabulary - building year on year. 

All teachers to reference and use the vocabulary securing and building from year to year 

  

Early years  old /new /years /object/ used for/ ago /celebrate(firework/Christmas /Kings,/A long time ago ……./when I was little……../ used for/ 
object /picture/ 
photograph/ order/past 

Year 1 toys from the past/ new /modern /Ago/ family tree /a long time ago/ when I was little…../ past/ since I was born /Famous/ 
celebrate event(s) queen/ king/ monarch/ rule /years /difference /object /artefact/ picture / photograph/ explain /used for/ order-
chronology/ within living memory/ history 

Year 2 Historian/ when I was younger / before/after past/present then/now sequence / chronological order / earlier / later/ local area / 
historical event / when grandparents 
were young /Britain / parliament / older person / source / research / Briton/ 
significant/ London / Pudding Lane /St Pauls Cathedral / River Thames /diary/ Britain / capital city/ bakery / change /architect / Sir 
Christopher Wren / monument/ timeline/ beyond living memory 

Year 3 decade / ancient / century / timeline /period / Brits settlers / settlement / invaders/invasion conquer(ed)  / archaeologists / 
excavate /evidence / 
similarities/ differences information /finding skills / historical information /historian /pharaoh / tomb / pyramid / hieroglyphs / 
scribe / sarcophagus/ 
mummy / papyrus scarab/Mayan civilization/ empire/ cities/ migration/ site 

Year 4 During the reign of…… /recent history/ time difference / shape our lives / religious differences / wealthy poor / items / accurate 
picture of the past / version 
/ historical argument / point of view /Norse / raids / vicious/ longhouse / long ship /Odin / Scandinavia/ invasion 

Year 5  Turning point/ period  / influence advancements / causes in history / British Empire/ multi-cultural society / interpretations/ 
significant/ammunitions/parliament/ peasant/ locality/ motte and bailey/ defence/ alliances/ warfare 

Year 6 Millennia/ era / epoch/ societies / major influence /world history /civilizations /changes/ continuity / persuade/ viewpoint / 
propaganda/ philosophy/ Athenians / Spartans / democracy / Olympics / plague / truce / Zeus / Apollo / Sacred truce / Allies/ Nazi/ 
dictatorship/ homefront/  


