
Meet the teachers 

Ladybirds



Meet the Year 1 team!
Ladybirds

 Miss Fox (Monday/Tuesday)

 Miss Morling (Wednesday to Friday)

Honeybees

 Mrs Horton (Monday to Wednesday)

 Miss Akehurst (Thursday/Friday)

PPA – Wednesday Afternoon 

 Ladybirds  – Mrs Lochwood (Woodland Activities)

 Honeybees – Mrs Garvey 



How are we bridging the gap between 

Early Years and Year 1?

 Through the transition meetings with the Early Years Team we have 

spoken in detail about each child’s strengths and areas for development. 

 We start teaching from the child’s starting point. We know that each child 

has different starting points and so our expectations are individualised to 

support each child. For example, some children are focusing on forming 

their letters clearly whilst others, who have secured that skill, are 

developing their consistency of use of capital letters and full stops.

 The children are exposed to a balance of more formal teaching and 

opportunities to develop their understanding through play. 

 Google Classroom – weekly updates and photos will be posted to share 

our learning with you.



What does a typical day look like for 

my child?

 Focused Activities such as reading, fine motor, handwriting, subitizing etc.

 Phonics – ELS scheme, taught daily with additional phonics interventions as 
necessary

 Maths – practical or recorded in Maths books

 English – Drawing Club 

 Listening to stories 

 Developing skills through practical activities 

 Over the week they will also engage in PE, Art, R.E, History, Science, 1:1 reading

 Some subject areas are block taught and they will be taught at different times in 
the year. 



Autumn Term 1
Autumn 1- What’s in the Box?

This term has a science and history focus.



What’s Coming Up?

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term
Fabulous Finish – Toy Show and Tell 

– 23rd October 

Parents or grandparents invited in 

to speak to the children about the 

toys they played with when 

younger. Week beginning 13th or 

20th October. 

Please speak to class teacher if 

you or a grandparent are able to 

come in for 15/20 mins.

Trip to Tonbridge Castle (early 

AUTUMN 2) date TBC – parent 

helpers will be needed

Dinosaur and fossil workshop date 

TBC 

Spring 2 – Stories 

Parents invited to come and read 

us their favourite story at home 

time. 

East Grinstead Museum visit 

(June)

Walk around East Grinstead – date 

TBC - Parent helpers will be 

needed



Phonics

 Phonological understanding is vital in supporting children’s ability to read and 

write.

 Following on from Early Years, we are continuing with the ELS Phonics scheme 

and sound cards will continue to come home weekly. 

 We will undertake a phonics assessment with each child to identify which 

sounds from Early Years that they are still not secure with. 

 We have an explicit phonics lesson every day where we recap previous sounds 

and introduce new sounds. 

 We identify our sounds in as many aspects of our learning as possible. For 

example, when learning new vocabulary in maths, we identify sounds that we 

have learnt e.g. 10’s frame (a-e)

 Children will continue to bring home sound cards with the sounds we have 

learnt during the week. 



Reading
 We aim to read with each child every week 1:1. We track their progress 

with every read, identifying any sounds that they stumble across and 
making that a focus for the individual child.

 The children will come home with a new decodable book, a book they have 
chosen themselves and a yellow reading record for you to record when they 
have read at home. Please ensure these come into school everyday so we 
can record when we have read with your child. 

 You will keep both books for the week. Research indicates that children’s 
reading improves by being exposed to the same text more than once. By 
spending each read of the same book focusing on a different aspect of 
reading, the children will gain confidence. Read for interest, fluency, 
identifying features, prediction making, identifying similarities and 
differences between texts. 

 Reading books and diaries need to be returned every Thursday and new 
reading books will be given on Friday each week. 



Maths



What can I do with my child at home to 

support?

 Reading daily

 Practice and recap phonics sounds 

 Playing games that encourage sharing and turn taking

 Counting

 Number writing. For example: letters, postcards, labelling pictures that 

they draw writing the shopping list and practicing letter recognition and 

formation



Your child will gain Dojo’s throughout the week. They will receive 

certificates in assembly for reaching various milestones.

We also have class targets for when the children as a group reach a 

specified amount e.g. 500 dojos,1000 dojos etc.



Communication
 You can speak to the teacher at the end of the day once all the children 

have been released.

 You can e-mail or call the office and request a call back.

 You can send a note in with your child if appropriate. 

 You can leave a message with the teachers on the door in the mornings. 

 If your child is being collected by someone different, please let either the 

office or the adult on the door know. We will not dismiss your child to 

someone different if we have not been made aware. 



Snack
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Apple Tomato Satsuma Banana Carrot 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Pear Apple Satsuma Banana Carrot 

From 29th Sept – Half Term 



Lunch Playtimes
At Blackwell, we want all children to have a safe and happy playtime. The 

entire staff took part in training to learn new playground games that they will 

be teaching your children over the coming weeks.

The staff are now eager to share this training with the children during 

lunchtime play. Throughout these sessions, games will be played on the 

playground that the children can choose to join with; there will be a dedicated 

adult supporting and guiding the children. Each week there will be a theme for 

the games. 

Sports Crew (Y5/6) will be out on the playground running games and activities.  



Important dates

Library Slot
Every Friday – Please send your child’s book in on Thursday for them to change it

PE
Tuesday – Please send your child into school in their PE kits

Wednesday – Please send your child into school in woodland clothing and bring 

labelled wellies and waterproofs in a bag

Parents evening
These will be held on the last week before half term- Tuesday 14th and Thursday 16th

of October. More details will follow closer to the time.

Half term
27th - 31st October 2025

Inset Day
Monday 3rd November



Google Classroom

 You will receive information from the office with regards to a 

Google Classroom log on. Please join the class as this is where we 

will share information about what we have been learning that 

week.

 Letter with login details will come out when you have signed up.



Learning by Questions 

LbQ
 You will have received your child's login and a leaflet about home learning at 

Blackwell. 

 Maths will be set every Monday and due the following Monday on LbQ. 

 This will be supporting the learning from the classroom. 

 Children will be awarded dojos for completing their homework. 

 Any questions, please speak to us. 



We are here to help…

• If your circumstances have changed over the summer 
holidays, please let the school know. 

• It may be that you qualify for ‘Pupil Premium Funding’ 
which means extra help and support for your child at 
school. 



Thank you!

 Please read at home as much as you can!

 Any problems, questions or queries, please speak 

to us. We are always here to help. 


